The recovery of a canine herpesvirus from one of eight lots of primary canine kidney cultures derived from a closed dog colony is reported.
The problem of endogenous viral contamination of simian cell cultures is well-recognized and was the subject of a recent review (7) . Only sporadic reports have appeared in the literature on viral contamination of canine kidney cell cultures. Among viruses recovered in kidney cultures derived from apparently normal dogs are canine hepatitis (12) and canine distemper virus (10) . Spertzel et al. (13) reported on the recovery and characterization of a canine herpesvirus from primary dog kidney cultures showing a spontaneous cytopathic effect (CPE). This communication extends the findings of Spertzel et al. (13) on recovery of a similar agent from an uninoculated batch of primary canine kidney cell cultures.
The herpes-like virus was recovered from one of eight lots of primary canine kidney cultures (obtained through the Division of Biologics Standards, National Institutes of Health) which were being examined for adventitious agents. Puppies serving as donors of kidney tissues for the cell cultures were derived from a closed colony of apparently healthy beagle dogs. The primary canine kidney cells were placed on maintenance medium consisting of Eagle's minimal essential medium plus 2% fetal calf serum on the day after receipt of the monolayer cultures. Foci of CPE consisting of rounded cells and plaques (Fig. IA) appeared at 14 days after initiation of the cultures. The CPE progressed to involve 50 to 75% of the cell sheet by the end of the third week of cultivation. The cultures were harvested at this time, and the viral isolate was designated CK-5.
Inoculation of the CK-5 isolate in MadinDarby canine kidney (MDCK) monolayers produced cytopathology similar to that observed in the primary cultures (Fig. IB) . Hematoxylin and eosin-stained preparations of infected MDCK cells showed typical herpesvirus type A intranuclear inclusions (Fig. 1C, D (14) . The acute neonatal infection by canine herpesvirus has been substantiated by several other investigators as reviewed in a recent paper (4). Canine herpesvirus has also been isolated from natural cases of respiratory disease in adult dogs (2, 9) and from 525 a dog with a spontaneous malignant lymphoma (8) . Because of the potential latency of canine herpesvirus in dogs (14) , primary consideration should be given to this agent as an adventitious contaminant which can be encountered in cell cultures employed in biological studies. 
